Ethical issues in multicentre collaborative research on breathlessness in lung cancer.
This article describes, the ethical issues involved in developing a multicentre collaborative research project to evaluate a nurse-led clinic for breathlessness in patients with lung cancer. In this randomized controlled study, the framework of relationships between coordinating researchers and researchers in the collaborating centres, and between researchers in the collaborating centres and research participants, is identified as the focus of ethical attention. The principles of new paradigm and action research are identified as providing a basis for ethical research which focuses on the quality of the interaction between researcher and participant, and some parallels between this project and new paradigm research are explored.